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M3H7|= | New Year's Prayer
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Retreat Reflection ---

Always Learning

Identity. This idea has plagued many hearts and minds through-
out the six months of ministry of In Christ Community Church. No
one has been able to escape it; everyone had some dominating
question or terrible misconception of who they were as a person.
My conversations with students consisted of their grades, per-
ception, self-image, acceptance from the people they surround
themselves with. These were the most prominent topics stu-
dents shared and these were also the most difficult for the stu-
dents to escape from. | asked, this retreat, the so-called Identity
retreat, would it provide actual revelation for anyone? Will anyone
actually receive their identity in Christ?

The paragraph above is a general description of how | walked
into retreat. The “deep”, philosophical thinking and complexity
was to put my mentality on display. | wasn't really thinking about
retreat for myself; my mind was only focused on one thing: being
a “teacher”. In all honesty, | was very fearful, doubtful of myself;
all | wanted was to be the very best leader that would radically
impact my students’ hearts and lives. Sounds like a noble cause
to me. The idea of a teacher having the desire to radically impact
the lives of his students seems God-like, no? The exterior always
seems nice but the interior of this desire was black, it was dirty.
Selfishness and pride seduced me and | fell for it, fairly easily to
be perfectly honest.

So now, this is where things get interesting. At the retreat, there
was some unnecessary drama in the makings and it soon blew
out of proportion. When | heard about the situation, my mind
shut down; | was helpless and vulnerable, | had no idea what to
do. | felt like | had to fix it, so | put the burden, all the pressure
on myself, for the moment. Then | asked, why am | thinking like
this? Why do | feel like | need to do everything on my own? God
humbled me and led me to share the situation with Pastor Isaac.
When Pastor Isaac took control, it seemed like things were finally
falling into place. The hearts of the students were no longer hard
but they were made malleable, God could bend them and fold
them as He pleased. But, God didn’t stop there, He gave me the
opportunity to not be a “teacher” to David, rather, be the older
brother that he needed at the time.

The main question is, how did | walk out of retreat? It's funny
but | walked out as a student. God revealed to me that although
on the outside | have been labeled as a teacher, | will always be
His student. | knew that the foundation of my identity was being
a Child of God, however, God expanded
on my identity at this retreat. | am His stu-
dent, and my job is to spread His love to
His other students. Not by saying the right
words or by constantly worrying about
their well-being, but by loving God first.
Pastor Isaac said it best, “the best way to
love anyone, is to love God.”

Joshua Han
(ICY Teacher)
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--- Retreat Reflection

&

ICY Winter Retreat

Yeis

Interesting in Eternity

Going to the camp | didn’t expect much, but | was
very excited about spending time with the youth group.
Because | was in the praise team, the start of the
camp consisted of unloaded tons of equipment into
the worship room. After everything settled, the camp
went pretty smooth from there. Honestly speaking, it
wasn’t the most “life changing” camp | have ever been
to, but, personally, | got two main things out of this win-
ter camp.

First, | had a great time getting to know the youth
group. This was my last winter retreat as a high school
student and | really wanted to show the underclass-
men the responsibilities of a senior. | would help with
carrying luggage and wake up snoring kids for early
morning quiet time. | am grateful that opportunity.

Second, | discovered my current identity and got a
grasp of what my identity should be. | learned that
although there are many worldly pleasures that can
make me rich and famous the true treasure lies in
heaven. | mean HE dies for us
so we can live for him. Right?

Overall, the retreat was a
blessing. | want to thank the
pastors, teachers, and parents
for their efforts and prayers
towards this camp. All glory to
God and His Kingdom!

Robin Lee
(12th Grade)
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Listening to God’s Voice

| thought retreat was great. | felt God’s presence in the worship. My heart was a peace be-
cause | went to God and asked Him for forgiveness. | also realized there that | am a child of God
and my identity is in God. Nobody can label me anymore because | know now that | am God’s
child. The sermons were great, but | wished | focused more. But my teacher, Hyuk helped me
learn more about my identity and we also got closer together. All the students and teachers
there got to bond. | met people there that | have never seen before in my life. | really thought
that it would be awkward that we were going to retreat with the Valley Chapel. But | got to know
a lot of them. | am very thankful that we went with Valley Chapel because if they didn’t come
then | wouldn’t have gotten closer with them.

| really loved the outdoor activities we did. It was the first time | went on zip lining. | didn’t want
1o go at first, but my friends told me that it was going to be okay. Then Pastor Kevin told me if |
don’t get over my fear of heights now, then when will 1? That really surprised me because it was
so true. So | went on and | realized that | actually liked it. At retreat | also loved the praise team.
They must have been so tired. They played every day and night. I'm very glad we have commit-
ted praise leaders that are willing to give us an awesome experience at retreat.

Everything at retreat was good overall, but | wish we had more time to sleep. My friends and
| were dead tired. | also hope that there will be a retreat with 4 days, but | understand that
the church is just starting so we don’t have to do it. It would be a lot more fun if we did more
games at retreat. | think it would be a great idea to make the prayer session longer, because |
didn’t even get to finish my prayers, | had to finish them in the cabin. |
also hope that there will be a campfire next winter, the stars at retreat
were amazing.

| think the youth group leaders and pastors did a really great job. Es-
pecially since it was our first retreat. | hope more people will come next
time. I'm thankful that | went on ICY’s first retreat. I'm going to keep
praying that our next retreat will be as good as this one, maybe even
better.

Issac Han
(8th Grade)

J
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