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MsH ZI=HMZ | New Year's Resolution
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s
"Anyone who believers in me may come
and drink! for the scriptures declare rivers
of living water will flow from his heart."
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' News InChrist

Pursuing God

"Anyone who believes in me may come and
drink! For the Scriptures declare, 'Rivers of living
water will flow from his heart’” (John 7:38 NLT).

It's weird to know that our relationship with Christ
is as simple as that if we believe, we may receive.
This past winter retreat was a time that allowed me
and my fellow brothers and sisters to escape from
whatever we had going on in our lives and really focus on coming to
receive. But through this retreat, | learned that receiving really only
comes to those who genuinely believe.

As our guest speaker Pastor Dave Kim, included in one of his ser-
mons: You reap what you sow. How much you reap depends on how
much effort you put into your crop. In other words, how much bless-
ing and insight you receive depends on how actively and passionately
you pursue Him. And “pursuing God” could imply even the seemingly
smallest things. If | had been unsatisfied about the way a game was
prepared, | could show my respect to God by being grateful of the
leaders that took the time and effort to plan the games in the first
place. If | had been missing my mom’s homecooked food, | could
show my gratitude to God by enjoying the delicious meals cooked
by the welcoming staff. As a change in attitude allows a happier life,
a change of heart allows greater blessings. And | can firmly say | have
been blessed mostly by all the dedicated leaders, pastors, adults, and
staff that helped make the retreat happen.

As a senior heading off to college soon, | know | will look back at ICY
Winter Retreat 2015 as a precious time that | spent with my brothers
and sisters, united in our pursuit of God and his living water.

Hanna Kim (12th)
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God's Image

My experience at the ICY retreat was unforgettable.
Not only was it my first retreat in a couple years but it
was the best. Retreat did many amazing things for me
| learned more and | experienced the love of God. |
also saw people become vulnerable and cry out to the
Lord.

Although everything was great | realized how much
| took advantage of the Christian life and how easy |
thought it was going to be. God helped me in that way
through the pastors and the teachers he showed me
it's not easy and it never will be. He also taught me that
everything | care so much about is so temporary and
He is eternal. | grew spiritually in a way | couldn't have
done alone. So | thank God for showing me the way
and hopefully after my experiences | can be as much of
God's image as | can.

Ryan Kim (10th)
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Last year about this time, | had the great
privilege of writing for our ICCC Newslet-
ter regarding the experience, thoughts and
blessings that | shared as a teacher with the
IC Kidz.

Fast forward one year, | am heading into IC
Youth year end winter retreat, partaking as
the new secretary for the year 2016. | have
no idea what | am to do, but let’s head up to
the retreat center anyway with our lively and
energetic youths and leaders of IC youth and
see what is up. Being in the mix and jumping
into the deep end always seems to be the
best way to get the appetite wet and ready
myself for whatever the Awesome God has
in the store for us.

Since | have been sharing in the IC youth for
about 8 hours tops at that time, including the
drive up to the retreat center, | had no idea
who was who in the group. When | got there,
| saw young adults who seem to be leaders
setting up and prepping for the event. | de-
cided to introduce myself to few of them to
break the ice. They were having fun, sharing
and ready to receive. Kids were piling out of
the tour bus. Excited to be with their peers,
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Awesome God Il

or just happy to be away from their parents
and the rest of the world. After dinner in the
mess hall, the praise band started pumping
and the leap towards God started in many
different shapes and forms with the guest
speaking pastors. New hopes, healing of old
wounds, unknown future of good and bad.
It was just good to be away from the world
and be in the embracing arms of the big guy
even for a little while. It seems as though he
missed every one of those kids very dearly.
It is good to be new and ignorant, because
everything seems new and marveling. Few
things stood out in my mind during the pro-
cess of the evening. Although this was a
unity of people from two chapels, soon to be
three, the process and the oneness seemed
seamless. One God, one word, one mission,
and one blessing for the IC Youth came so
easy to them. Why not? Things are so much
easier when it is less tainted and back to ba-
sics. The transition from IC Kidz to IC Youth
and ultimately developing into leaders of the
EM ministry seemed essential. They are able
to partake in the leadership, ultimately transi-
tioning and maturing into church leaders that

just hope that they can

will head, lead and be the
front face of the English
Ministry. How awesome
is that, awesome God? |

bridge the gap between
the 1st and 2nd Gen, Ko-
rean and English, Parents and Children, and
main stream vs. the Korean way. The one
prayer reaching out to him to take us as a
whole.

| sincerely hope that he touched everyone
there at the retreat. | know he did because
| can still hear him as | try and bang out few
words as | am writing this now. Touch our
hearts and reach our spirits and heal our
souls within the isolation from the world with-
in your love. Although | only spent couple of
short evenings at the retreat, it looked good
and pleasing. Unity of the three chapels, KM
and EM, Parents and Kids, Old Gen and the
New Gen was the confirmation and the af-
firmation that our Awesome God works and
will work in mysterious ways.

| said, can | get an Amen. He has got our
back. Seriously, can | get an Amen.

Alex Hahm
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