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Finding Faith,

® Collin Yi (Student)

The young and free summer ICY retreat has
been by far one of the most fun and trans-
forming experiences I had all year. I will keep
my reflection short and sweet. I thought the
retreat camp in particular was far better than

the rest I've been to, but unfortunately we
didn’ t do any zip lining unlike ones in the
past so I was a bit disappointed there. How-
ever, the food was great and the worship was
even better.

Our cabins were very nice, like compared
to the other retreats, the bunk beds were

Friendship, and Freedom at Retreat

actually comfortable in my opinion. Overall,
going to this retreat with ICY and all my
close friends whom I’ ve been with prac-
tically my entire life made it all the more
memorable. I am very grateful for this won-
derful experience and for the opportunity to
write this reflection.

B Jenna Lee (student)

This year [ was more excited for retreat than
[ had ever been before.

In the past, [ always questioned whether I
should even go, but this year I made sure |
went. [ was especially looking forward to the
first night, but while I was praising, I realized
my mind kept wandering. I was singing the
words on the screen and raising my hands,
but without truly focusing on God. Being born

a Christian, I think I often struggle to tell the
difference between worship out of routine
and worship out of genuine love. That night
I felt like a poser, and I started to think that
maybe this retreat wouldn't be as special as
had hoped, and that my relationship with God
might not grow.

But on the third night, our guest speak-
er, Pastor David, spoke and said, “God
is not looking for us to be a ‘perfect
Christian” and “God wants our heart, not just

our service.” All throughout retreat I had been
doubting myself, wondering if I was really the
Christian I thought I was. I realized I had been
so focused on trying to prove to myself that
[ had a good heart for God, instead of simply
allowing my heart to respond to Him. He only
asks for a few seconds of my attention, yet I
still failed to give Him even that. Even though
I'm not worthy, I can confess to Him, because
despite all I do wrong, He still loves me. God
reminded me that [ am His child.

m Jeff Kwon (leader)

Spending time with the leaders and watch-
ing the way they loved the youth and served
so faithfully was a huge blessing.

One of the greatest strengths of ICCC is that
those who serve do it with genuine devotion
and dedication. [ sensed the leaders carried
something I hadn’ t yet found, and I was ex-
cited to spend time with them and learn from

their example. Their heart for the youth was
clear in the countless hours they poured into
preparing, making sure every child had the
chance to focus on God and encounter Him
during retreat.

Seeing their service reminded me how much
impact a life lived in love can have, and it in-
spired me to pursue that same kind of heart.
Spending time with God's children reminded
me that [ am also His child. For the first time

in a long time, I felt young before God again,
letting go of my pride and allowing Him to
speak to me.

Throughout the retreat, I truly felt the pres-
ence of God. It was a time of healing and
seeking. I was able to anchor myself back in
Him, our firm foundation. In serving His chil-
dren, I was also reminded of my own identity
as His child, and I felt free in a way [ hadn’ t

in years.
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B Su Jin Chang The teacher's training
today was a special time with these serving
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for the same purpose. We discussed the im-
portance of our IC-Kidz growing with God
and becoming leaders of our future. It was a
wonderful time bonding with everyone and
knowing the great love and hearts for our
children. [ was reminded that God is love and
we know love because He loved us first.
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